PREFACE.                                  IX
pore Bibliorum, poetico praesertim, ac prophetico, tarn magnifice tamque insignite se exerit."
The  notes   have   been   primarily designed   for the student, but care has been taken that the allusions in the text shall be sufficiently explained for the general reader.    The legends of the heroic warriors of the Ignorance, Apafilas apeiov av6o<$, their proverbial utterances, their genealogies, their feuds, their Days  or battles, their usages  and habits of life,   are  illustrated  from many  sources,  and   references   are   given  which will further aid the student.    As this pagan antiquity was one of the chief studies of the learned, and its influence largely pervades the Assemblies, some knowledge of it is necessary to a reader of Hariri.    In the grammatical notes I have throughout followed  the system of the Arabs, being convinced of the futility of the  efforts which have been made by European scholars to remould the Arabic grammar on the principles of the Latin; to say nothing of the necessity that the student should understand the grammatical and rhetorical terms of the native  writers,  without a knowledge of which their commentaries  and explanations  are unintelligible.    In some of the notes, as those to the Twenty-fourth Assembly, rather abstruse questions are discussed, but they will have no exceeding difficulty to any one who has taken the right road in learnitig the language.